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Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
of  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Work  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1913. 

During  the  year,  1,084  deaths  occurred  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  district,  of  which  1,014 
took  place  within  the  district  and  70  without,  and 
2,343  births  were  registered. 

The  death  rate  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  was  16'42  per  thousand,  against  19‘09,  the 
average  for  the  previous  thirty-three  years.  For 
the  three  previous  decennial  and  remaining  three- 
year  periods  the  rates  were  respectively  20'20, 
19-79,  18-08  and  15-36. 

The  birth  rate  was  35-49  per  thousand  of 
population,  against  38-63,  the  average  for  the  prev- 
ious thirty-three  years.  For  the  three  previous 
decennial  and  remaining  three-year  periods  the 
average  rates  were  respectively  40-93,  39-07,  37-10 
and  35-93. 

The  death  rate  is  46-26  per  cent,  of  the  birth 
rate,  against  45-48,  the  average  for  the  previous 
thirty-three  years. 
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The  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age 
was  533,  being  49T6  per  cent,  of  total  deaths, 
against  50'97,  the  average  for  the  previous  thirty- 
three  years. 

The  infant  mortality,  that  is  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births,  was  150, 
against  167-8,  the  average  for  the  previous  thirty- 
one  years. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  of  persons  over  eighty 
years  of  age,  one  over  ninety:  nineteen  males  with 
an  average  of  83-5  years,  and  ten  females  with  an 
average  of  84-5  years. 

299  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  261  in 
the  second,  256  in  the  third  and  268  in  the  fourth. 

Fifty-one  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were 
certified  by  coroner’s  inquest,  nine  by  coroner’s 
order,  eight  were  registered  as  uncertified,  having 
been  notified  by  unqualified  practitioners. 

Thirty-one  deaths  occurred  at  the  Union 
Workhouse,  twenty-two  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  district  and  nine  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  district:  three  infants,  three  from  respiratory 
and  tubercular  disease,  three  from  heart  disease, 
one  each  from  erysipelas  and  alcohol  and  the  rest 
from  ailments  incident  to  old  age.  Four  were  over 
eighty  years  of  age. 

Five  deaths  occurred  at  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital. 

Seventy  transferred  deaths  from  outside  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  district  occurred  at: 
Hartlepool  Hospital,  twenty-one;  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary,  sixteen;  Sedgefield  County  Asylum,  ten; 
Durham  County  Hospital,  three;  Children’s  Hospital, 
Sunderland,  four;  Newcastle  Royal  Infirmary  and 
Fleming  Memorial,  two;  Hartlepool  and  Sunderland 
Workhouses,  four;  Sherburn  Hospital,  one;  and  in 
private  houses,  nine. 
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The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases 
were  1*42  per  thousand  of  population,  against  1‘91, 
the  average  for  the  previous  thirty-two  years.  They 


were: — 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Total 

Measles  ... 

years 

. 48 

years 

2 

...  50 

Scarlet  fever 

. 11  ... 

4 

...  15 

Whooping-cough 

4 

• I • • • 

— 

...  4 

Diphtheria  (including 
membranous  croup) 

5 ... 

10 

...  15 

Enteric  fever 

• • • • 

8 

...  8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

• 1 • • • 

1 

...  2 

69 

25 

94 

Typhus  Fever, — No  case  of  this  disease  has 
appeared  in  the  district  since  1895. 

Small-pox, — Since  1905  only  one  case  has 
appeared  in  the  district,  in  1908,  During  the  year 
no  notice  has  been  received  of  any  contact  entering 
the  district. 

Measles. — The  year  began  with  an  epidemic 
of  this  disease  declining  in  the  most  northern 
extremity  of  the  district.  During  the  first  quarter 
it  appeared  more  or  less  in  every  locality,  but 
strongly  epidemic  at  Shotton  Colliery,  where  it 
caused  twelve  deaths.  In  the  second  quarter  it 
was  epidemic,  but  not  severely,  at  Wingate.  In 
the  third  quarter  it  took  on  a seriously  epidemic 
form  at  Murton,  where  it  continued  into  the  fourth 
quarter.  The  deaths  there  and  at  Shotton  constitute 
54  per  cent,  of  the  total,  though  every  locality 
contributed  its  quota.  Almost  all  the  fatal  cases 
were,  as  usual,  associated  with  pulmonary  compli- 
cations, and  in  the  first  quarter,  when  cold  weather 
favoured  this,  42  per  cent,  of  the  fatalities  occurred. 
This  disease  usually  appears  widely  epidemic  every 
second  year.  Two  years  since  the  epidemic  was 
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milder,  and  this  year  compensates  for  that  by  being 
the  severest  incidence  since  1909.  96  per  cent,  of 

the  fatal  cases  were  in  children  under  five  years. 
As  a preventive  measure,  children  from  infected 
houses  who  have  not  had  the  disease  are  excluded 
from  school,  and  on  the  order  of  the  County 
Authority,  after  consultation  with  your  Medical 
Officer,  the  mixed  schools  at  Castle  Eden  and 
Hawthorn  were  closed,  and  also  the  infant  depart- 
ments at  Horden,  Hesleden,  Thornley,  Wheatley 
Hill  and  Murton.  The  district  is  now  comparatively 
free. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease 
had  been  going  down  satisfactorily  since  1902,  when 
it  was  9‘5  per  thousand  of  population,  until  1912, 
when  it  rose  to  8T3,  and  this  year  it  is  474. 
Though  the  incidence  is  better  the  case  mortality 
has  been  higher.  In  1905  it  was  nil,  from  then  till 
1912  it  was  successively  3T,  2’6,  1‘07,  1'24,  1*93, 
1*72  and  3*5  per  cent.  This  year  it  is  4*78.  After 
a period  of  quiescence  the  type  has  become  more 
virulent.  The  rate  of  mortality  varied  directly  as 
the  incidence.  In  four  localities  where  the  inci- 
dence was  low  the  mortality  was  nil,  from  that  it 
varied  to  6*48  at  Shotton  and  7*27  at  Wingate.  As 
usual,  the  incidence  was  greatest  in  the  first  quarter, 
the  coldest,  more  than  in  the  second  and  third 
together,  and  the  mortality  was  highest,  6*69  per 
cent.,  and  there  was  an  increased  incidence  again 
in  the  fourth  quarter.  The  real  mortality  is,  I 
believe,  somewhat  higher,  and  would  be  shewn  if 
those  of  doubtful  diagnosis  were  deducted.  Every 
variety  of  type  was  observed,  from  s,  anginosa,  to 
those  in  which  no  desquamation  whatever  could  be 
observed.  No  case  occurred  in  any  house  con- 
nected with  milk  or  food  supply,  but  one  was  at  a 
hotel  where  ample  means  of  isolation  could  be 
secured.  Distinct  origins,  otherwise  than  by  contact 
of  visiting  neighbours,  could  not  be  discovered. 
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Its  spread  by  attendance  at  school  was  not  suffic- 
iently indicated  to  resort  to  school  closing.  Its 
occurrence  is  practically  constant  in  the  district, 
though  not  epidemic.  Only  three  times  were  there 
no  notifications  for  the  weekly  return. 

Whooping-cough. — This  disease,  very  preva- 
lent the  year  before,  was  not  markedly  present  in 
any  locality.  Four  deaths  are  recorded  from  it, 
not  in  any  way  connected  with  each  other,  all 
under  five  years,  two  of  them  infants. 

Diphtheria. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  on 
the  district  is  the  highest  on  record,  but  its  features 
and  behaviour  bear  little  resemblance  to  any  pre- 
viously experienced.  It  appeared  in  every  locality, 
with  no  uniformity  as  to  populosity,  varying  from 
0'47  to  4’36  per  thousand,  or  similarity  in  severity, 
as  the  case  mortality  varied  from  nil  in  three 
localities  to  33  per  cent.  Seasonal  conditions  had 
little  effect  on  its  occurrence.  In  the  first  quarter 
there  were  nineteen,  in  the  second  and  third  quarter 
the  numbers  were  forty  and  thirty-nine,  and  in  the 
fourth,  when  the  weather  was  unusually  mild,  there 
were  seventy-five.  As  to  age  incidence,  65  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  were  at  school  age,  five  to  fifteen 
years,  with  a mortality  of  7'9  per  cent.,  12  per  cent, 
were  under  five  years,  with  a mortality  of  22'7  per 
cent.,  while  22  per  cent,  were  over  fifteen  years, 
with  a mortality  of  only  2‘6  per  cent.;  both  the 
proportion  and  mortality  of  cases  under  five  years 
are  much  below  that  of  previous  years.  The  mor- 
tality in  this  disease  is  always  high.  This  year  it  is 
less  than  half  that  of  previous  years,  even  when 
antitoxin  was  used.  A large  proportion  not  treated 
with  antitoxin  were  recorded  as  being  ill  only  from 
two  to  five  days.  Bacterial  proof  was  sought  in  a 
number  of  cases  when,  clinically,  the  disease  was 
indicated,  and  two-thirds  gave  negative  results. 
Further,  in  three  populous  areas,  where  the  inci- 
dence was  identical,  the  mortality  in  these  stood  in 


the  ratios  of  nil,  four  and  twelve.  Clinically,  many 
of  the  notified  cases  not  corroborated  by  bacterio- 
logical examination  were  indistinguishable  from 
follicular  tonsillitis.  In  face  of  these  facts  the 
unusually  large  incidence  on  the  whole  district 
might  with  safety  be  somewhat  discounted.  The 
following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases,  attack 
rate  per  thousand  of  population  and  the  case  mor- 
tality per  cent,  with  the  record  of  similar  figures 
during  the  past  fourteen  years,  the  time  during 
which  the  disease  has  been  recognised  as  a per- 
manent visitor  in  the  county: — 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

Kate 

Mortality 

1900 

13  ... 

0-32 

...  23-07 

1901 

14  ... 

0-34 

14-28 

1902 

77  ... 

1-75 

...  20-77 

1903 

92  ... 

2-08 

...  19-56 

1904 

62  ... 

1-36 

...  17-74 

1905 

98  ... 

2-07 

18-36 

1906 

85  ... 

1-72 

14-12 

1907 

...  Ill  ... 

2-12 

...  18-01 

1908 

70  ... 

1-28 

...  11-42 

1909 

...  107  ... 

1-88 

...  18-69 

1910 

64  ... 

1-09 

...  31-25 

1911 

...  116  ... 

1-89 

...  18-96 

1912 

79  ... 

1-25 

...  18-98 

1913 

173  ... 

2-62 

8-67 

The  173  cases  occurred  in  157  households,  the 
sixteen  multiple  cases  appearing,  as  to  twelve, 
simultaneously,  only  four  producing,  apparently, 
infection  in  the  same  house.  In  four  cases  only 
was  there  reasonable  evidence  of  direct  infection 
from  outside  the  district.  There  was  an  absence 
of  confusion  with  scarletina  and  measles.  School 
infection  is  always  suspected,  but  in  every  case  six 
weeks’  quarantine  was  ordered,  no  matter  how 
slight  the  attack,  and  on  inquiry  evidence  of  infec- 
tion from  school  could  not  be  obtained.  The  cases 
generally  were  not  collected  into  groups  to  indicate 
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foci  of  infection,  but  seemed  to  appear  sporadically; 
the  large  number  of  households  with  single  cases 
corroborate  this,  17  per  cent,  of  the  houses  could 
be  described  as  distinctly  dirty  and  neglected  but 
in  only  three  of  these  was  there  a second  case 
presumably  by  direct  infection.  At  the  same  time  in 
the  area  where  this  was  most  marked  both  incidence 
and  mortality  were  high.  Infection  from  milk  could 
be  easily  excluded;  by  only  eight  of  the  cases  was  it 
used  as  a food  in  the  raw  state.  One  case  occurred 
at  a dairy  farm  where  satisfactory  isolation  was 
secured,  and  no  case  was  connected  with  it.  In  36 
per  cent,  of  the  infected  houses  only  condensed 
milk  was  used.  In  a large  proportion,  21  per  cent., 
insanitary  conditions  or  a history  of  contact  with 
such  were  found.  As  to  housing  conditions,  7‘6 
per  cent,  of  the  infected  houses  were  better  class 
with  an  average  of  0‘96  person  per  room,  and  92‘3 
per  cent,  were  in  workmen’s  houses  with  an  average 
of  1'85  persons  to  each  room. 

The  cases  in  the  different  localities  were: — 
Easington,  twenty-six  (attack  rate  4'05,  mortality 
nil)-,  four  in  two  houses  by  infection  from  outside 
the  district;  four  in  old  houses  in  the  village  with 
defects  as  to  dampness  in  the  walls;  the  rest  mostly 
in  the  two  last  quarters  in  new  and  well-constructed 
buildings  with  satisfactory  sanitation.  Haswell, 
twenty-seven  (attack  rate  4' 20,  mortality  3 ’7  per 
cent.):  two  in  villas  by  direct  infection  from  outside; 
seven  in  houses  with  defects  as  to  conveniences  or 
history;  two  in  houses  damp;  the  rest  under  no 
distinct  insanitary  conditions;  half  occurred  in  the 
fourth  quarter.  Shotton,  forty-five  (attack  rate  4‘36, 
mortality  13’33):  one  only  by  direct  infection  from 
outside;  three  associated  with  nuisances  as  to 
drainage;  they  occurred  mostly  in  the  Shotton 
ward;  half  of  the  whole  were  in  the  second  quarter, 
and  although  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  the 
infected  houses  were  in  a dirty  condition  as  to  their 
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interior,  in  only  four  houses  were  there  more  than 
one  case.  Castle  Eden  group,  six  (attack  rate  1’02, 
mortality  nil):  one,  at  Hesleden,  with  defects  as  to 
condition  of  out-ofhces;  the  rest  in  Castle  Eden  in 
houses  with  satisfactory  surroundings  and  with  no 
history  as  to  their  origin.  Murton,  ten  (attack  rate 
1'24,  mortality  16):  one  with  a probable  infection 
from  sewage;  one  with  defects  in  the  out-oOices; 
except  three  in  houses  with  dampness  of  the  walls, 
the  rest  occurred  in  conditions  free  from  history  or 
defect.  Thornley  and  Kelloe,  three  (attack  rate  0'65, 
mortality  nil):  all  very  mild,  two  in  farm  cottages, 
with  no  defect  unless  as  to  scavenging,  and  one  in 
Thornley,  satisfactorily  housed.  Wingate,  thirty- 
eight  (attack  rate  3‘54,  mortality  13T5):  there  was 
no  history  of  any  infection  from  outside,  one  was 
associated  with  a sewage  nuisance,  one  was  at  a 
solitary  rural  house,  two  at  Trim  don  and  one  at 
Wheatley  Hill,  all  free  from  any  insanitary  condi- 
tions; the  rest  were  all  in  the  village  of  Wingate, 
seven  were  associated  with  conditions  of  dampness 
or  other  defect,  more  than  half  occurred  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  and  not  connected  into  groups  or  in 
any  way  to  lead  to  evidence  of  direct  infection  by 
contact,  and  this  lot  were  mostly  mild.  Hutton 
Henry  group,  fifteen  (attack  rate  2-27,  mortality 
6*6):  one  isolated,  and  one  in  a better-class  house,  a 
visitor  from  outside;  the  rest  all  occurred  in  the 
fourth  quarter  similarly  with  the  prevalence  at 
Wingate  adjoining,  few  severe  and  with  no  history 
as  to  origin  or  marked  insanitary  surroundings,  a 
few  of  the  households  were  dirty,  but  in  one  only 
were  there  two  cases.  Seaham,  three  (attack  rate 
0’47,  mortality  33'33);  one  in  a good  villa  with  a 
probable  history  of  infection;  the  other  two  in  houses 
with  satisfactory  surroundings,  quite  disconnected 
and  with  no  history,  one  fatal  from  cardiac  paralysis. 

Enteric  Fever. — This  disease  has  not  pre- 
sented itself  as  an  epidemic  during  the  year,  nor 
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yet  prominently  at  any  season,  but  the  contrary. 
There  were  tive  in  the  first  quarter,  eleven  in  the 
second,  seven  in  the  third  and  six  in  the  fourth. 
Each  case  was  the  subject  of  a careful  investigation 
with  the  assistance,  in  most  of  the  cases,  of  consul- 
tation with  the  medical  attendant.  Including  two 
who  died  on  the  day  of  notification,  five  died  within 
periods  of  five  days,  and  when  there  was  doubt  and 
obscurity  a modification  of  opinion  was  readily 
admitted.  Two  were  tubercular  meningitis,  one 
demonstrated  post  inortein,  one  abdominal  and 
one  pulmonary  tubercle,  one  cardiac  failure  from 
alcoholism,  one  collapsed  under  influenza  and  one 
turned  out  to  be  diphtheria.  The  incidence  re- 
corded in  the  table  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  compiled 
from  the  notifications,  and  if  corrected  for  the 
foregoing  only  should  read  22,  0’33  and  18T3, 
similar  to  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest 
on  record.  If  to  these  be  added  continued  fever, 
the  attack  rate  and  mortality  are  0'38  and  16,  the 
same  as  the  previous  year,  and  a mortality  per 
thousand  of  population  of  0’06,  which,  compared 
with  previous  experience,  is  very  favourable.  The 
circumstances  of  the  cases  were  unusual;  they  occur- 
red in  every  month  of  the  year.  The  twenty-nine 
cases  occurred  in  twenty-seven  households,  three 
in  one  house,  and  in  one  instance  only  was  there  a 
probability  of  any  two  cases  being  connected.  One 
case  was  brought  into  the  district  ill,  and  only  one 
probably  infected  outside.  Beyond  these,  no  source 
of  origin  could  be  discovered.  In  no  instance  was 
water  supply,  milk  or  shell-fish  suspected.  Though, 
as  usual  in  these  inquiries,  insanitary  conditions  are 
found,  in  no  case  were  they  sufficient  to  originate 
the  disease.  No  diagnosis  was  verified  by  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  means  adopted  for  the 
prevention  and  spread  of  infection,  after  personal 
inquiry  by  your  officers  immediately  on  notification, 
included  removal  of  a large  proportion  to  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  disinfection  of  premises  and  supply  of 
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disinfectants  with  instructions.  The  following  table 
shews  the  number  of  cases  notified,  the  attack  rate 
per  thousand  of  population  and  the  case  mortality 
per  cent,  in  the  district  since  the  adoption  of  the 


Notification 

Act: — 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

Rate 

Mortality 

1893 

...  332  ... 

8-07 

12-65 

1894 

...  101  ... 

2-38 

23-76 

1895 

87  ... 

2-01 

19-54 

1896 

54  ... 

1-26 

14-81 

1897 

34  ... 

0-89 

20-58 

1898 

74  ... 

1-89 

29-72 

1899 

33  ... 

0-83 

18-18 

1900 

69  ... 

174 

4-34 

1901 

...  115  ... 

2-80 

12-17 

1902 

47  ... 

1-07 

12-76 

1903 

35  ... 

079 

17-13 

1904 

38  ... 

0-83 

26-31 

1905 

45  ... 

0-94 

35-55 

1906 

50  ... 

1-01 

24-00 

1907 

23  ... 

0-44 

17-38 

1908 

90  ... 

1-64 

18-88 

1909 

89  ... 

1-56 

16-85 

1910 

33  ... 

0-56 

21-21 

1911 

76  ... 

1-24 

13-15 

1912 

20  ... 

0-31 

20-00 

1913 

29  ... 

0-43 

27-58 

Their  occurrence  and  distribution  in  the  district 
were: — Easington  and  Haswell,  nil.  Shotton,  nine 
(rate  074,  mortality  44  per  cent.):  one,  in  January,  in 
a dirty  house,  a delicate  subject,  with  no  history, 
but  of  recent  influenza;  three,  in  April,  in  the  same 
house,  two  infected  from  the  first,  in  a good  house 
but  with  neglected  offices;  one,  in  June,  in  a good 
but  dirty  house,  with  no  history;  two,  in  July,  quite 
unconnected,  both  in  good  houses,  with  no  history 
one  of  them  complicated  with  renal  disease;  one,  in 
October,  in  a defective  and  dirty  house;  one  mild 
case,  in  November,  in  a good  house,  but  with  a 
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blocked  sink.  Castle  Eden  group,  four  (rate  I’O, 
mortality  nil):  one,  in  February,  at  a farm  in  good 
order  where  house  refuse  was  deposited;  one,  in 
May,  brought  home  ill  from  outside;  one,  in  June, 
in  a good  house,  with  no  history;  one,  in  November, 
in  a satisfactory  house,  with  no  history  except  recent 
pneumonia.  Murton,  four  (rate  0'49,  mortality  25): 
one  each  in  May  and  June  and  two  in  August, 
unconnected,  all  in  fairly  satisfactory  houses,  with 
no  history  except  one  may  have  been  contracted 
outside.  Thornley  and  Kelloe,  two  (rate  0'43,  mor- 
tality nil):  one,  in  January,  from  a house  infected 
the  year  before,  and,  in  December,  a mild  case  in 
a dirty  house.  Wingate,  four  (rate  0’37,  mortality 
50):  one,  in  February,  with  a tuberculous  history; 
two  in  May,  one  of  which  was  found  to  be  tubercle, 
the  other,  mild,  had  a history  of  close  association 
with  a refuse  tip;  one,  in  October,  with  no  history, 
developed  a bad  endocorditis.  Hutton  Henry,  two 
(rate  0‘31,  mortality  100):  both  cases  belonged  to 
outside  the  district;  one  came  in  ill  and  died  of 
cardiac  failure,  the  other  had  a history  of  brain 
trouble  and  developed  meningitis.  Seaham,  four 
(rate  0’66,  mortality  25):  three  in  September;  the 
first,  in  a good  house,  without  any  history;  the 
second,  a weakly  subject  with  history  of  chest  ail- 
ments; the  third,  a well-marked  but  mild  case  with 
no  history;  and  the  fourth,  sixteen  days  later,  near 
to  it  in  the  same  street;  this  contiguity  is  the  only 
apparent  connection  between  any  of  the  infected 
houses. 

Continued  Fever. — There  were  three  of 
these,  one  child  and  two  adults,  with  no  distinctive 
features  but  a slight  febrile  condition.  They  are 
embraced  in  the  corrected  incidence  statistics  of 
enteric  fever  mentioned  under  that  head. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fp:ver. — There  is  one  noti- 
fication of  this  disease  and  two  deaths  certified  as 
occurring  from  it,  The  notified  case  was  a child  of 
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twenty  months.  It  had  pneumonia,  and  on  the  day 
of  its  death  shewed  spasm  of  a leg  and  arm  which  the 
medical  attendant  thought  indicated  meningitis,  and 
notification  and  certification  were  made  accordingly. 
There  was  no  opportunity  for  further  examination 
and  a bacterial  test  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
other  case  certified  as  dying  from  this  was  notified  as 
enteric  fever  and  died  on  the  fifth  day.  Before  death 
there  was  rigidity  which  suggested  this  disease,  and 
from  a lumbar  puncture  made  post  morteiii  a culture 
was  obtained  and  the  result  was  meningeal  tubercular 
infection,  which  was  ascertained  after  certification. 

Diarrhcea. — There  was  almost  none  of  this 
among  adults.  The  deaths  were  7’93  per  cent,  of 
total  deaths,  against  5‘64,  the  average  for  the  previous 
thirty  years.  96  per  cent,  were  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  of  these,  74  per  cent,  were 
under  a year.  39  per  cent,  occurred  in  the  third 
quarter  and  50  per  cent.,  an  unusually  high  propor- 
tion, occurred  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  proportion  of  cases 
to  births  was  0’04  per  cent,  against  0'27,  the  average 
of  the  previous  twenty  years,  and  the  mortality  was 
nil.  The  solitary  case  was  insignificant  and  doubtful 
and  calls  for  no  comment. 

Tuberculosis. — The  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  0*66  per  thousand  of  population, 
the  same  as  the  previous  year,  and  from  other 
tubercular  diseases  0’95,  much  higher  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  probably  due  to  better  recognition  and 
notification  of  this  disease.  The  “ Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,”  consolidating 
and  amending  all  previous  regulations,  have  been  in 
operation  since  1st  February.  Under  this  order 
and  the  regulations  in  operation  during  the  month 
of  January,  222  notifications  were  made  in  respect 
of  104  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  eighty-one  for 
other  than  pulmonary  forms  of  this  disease.  On 


receipt  of  these  notiheations,  the  houses  are  visited 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  inquire  into  their 
vSanitary  surroundings,  and  also  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  report  as  to  personal  and  domestic 
conditions  to  your  Medical  Officer  who,  as  occasion 
requires,  also  visits  personally.  By  the  Officers, 
printed  cards  of  instructions  and  pocket  spittoons, 
when  necessary,  are  supplied  in  pulmonary  cases, 
along  with  disinfectants,  and  after  death,  disinfection 
of  the  premises,  if  permitted,  is  carried  out.  The 
District  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians  each 
continue  their  annual  subscription  of  £,2S  to  tlie 
Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Consumption 
in  the  County  of  Durham,  for  which  they  are  jointly 
entitled  to  250  days’  treatment.  Only  one  patient 
lias  been  sent  directly  to  the  Wolsingham  Sana- 
torium by  your  Council,  but  by  other  agencies, 
mostly  the  District  Committee,  of  which  your 
Medical  Officer  is  a member,  pulmonary  cases  from 
the  district  have  been  received  into  Sanatoria  for 
treatment  at:  Wolsingham,  five;  Stanhope,  eight; 
Blackfell,  two;  Blencathra,  one.  Six  cases  have 
also  been  treated  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  four 
from  the  district  and  two  from  outside.  A Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary  has  been  opened  at  Horden  for 
the  district,  which  is  attended  weekly  by  one  of 
the  County  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers,  and  is 
being  utilised.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  County  Council  for  the  loan  of  sleeping  chalets 
for  the  use  of  patients  after  receiving  sanatorium 
treatment,  in  suitable  cases,  and  when  accommoda- 
tion can  be  obtained.  Your  instructions  to  your 
officers  to  work  harmoniously  with  the  County 
Council  Tuberculosis  Department  are  observed,  and 
communications  between  your  Medical  Officer  and 
that  body  are  maintained  to  facilitate  the  working 
of  the  Act.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  than 
pulmonary  are  also  treated  at  hospitals  in  adjacent 
towns,  which  are  subscribed  to  by  workmen  and 
others  in  the  district.  The  system  of  treating  cases 
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of  tuberculosis  by  the  means  now  at  command  is 
only  in  its  infancy,  and  the  fuller  benefits  will  be 
for  future  ascertainment. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
OF  THE  District. — The  surface  of  the  district  is 
undulating  from  the  coast  line  at  sea  level  to  nearly 
500  feet.  The  soil  is  generally  boulder  clay,  with 
sometimes  beds  of  sand  and  gravel.  The  whole  is 
underlain  by  the  magnesian  limestone,  which  in  a 
few  places  crops  out  at  the  surface.  Of  the  nine 
divisions,  those  in  number  four,  except  Cold 
Hesleden,  are  wholly  agricultural.  In  the  others, 
besides  a few  farms,  practically  the  whole  popula- 
tion is  employed  in  coal  mining  and  is  located  in 
villages  mostly  beside  the  collieries.  The  climate 
is  dry  and  cold. 

Housing  Accommodation. — The  bulk  of  the 
population  is  composed  of  workmen  engaged  in 
coal  mining,  housed  in  cottage  dwellings  of  two  to 
five  rooms.  With  the  development  of  that  industry 
this  proportion  of  the  population  is  steadily  increas- 
ing. For  their  accommodation  there  is  an  increase 
of  the  required  class  of  houses  built  from  plans 
submitted  to  your  Council  for  approval  and  in- 
spected by  your  Surveyor,  by  whom  certificates  of 
habitation  are  issued.  During  the  year,  plans  have 
been  passed  by  your  Council  for  the  erection  of 
872  houses  and  buildings,  and  973,  including  part 
of  the  plans  approved  the  previous  year,  have  been 
completed  and  inspected.  On  Table  VII.  a detailed 
classification  of  the  different  kinds  will  be  found, 
with  the  localities  where  they  have  been  added. 

The  additions  made,  however,  both  by  colliery 
companies  and  private  owners,  are  not  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  partly  to  meet  this  your  Council 
decided,  under  Part  III.  of  the  “ Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,”  to  erect  101  houses  at 
Murton.  Though,  after  “public  inquiry,”  sanction 
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was  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
borrow  the  money,  there  was  some  delay  in  carry- 
ing out  the  scheme  pending  agreement  as  to  certain 
details  of  structure  and  particularly  as  to  the  adoption 
of  the  water-carriage  system  in  sanitation.  After  an 
interview  by  your  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  with 
the  Local  Government  Board,  at  the  latter’s  offices, 
the  details  of  difference  were  adjusted  and  the 
scheme  was  launched.  The  houses,  103  (twenty- 
eight  of  which  will  contain  five  rooms  and  the 
remainder  four  rooms),  somewhat  different  to  those 
first  proposed,  are  now  in  course  of  erection,  and 
the  first  will  soon  be  ready  for  occupation. 

There  is  still  an  urgent  demand  in  some  of  the 
mining  villages  for  more  housing,  particularly  at 
Shotton,  and  as  a preliminary  to  the  proposal  for  a 
similar  extension  of  powers  to  that  township,  an 
accurate  census  was  made  by  your  officers,  which 
shewed  a serious  amount  of  overcrowding.  As 
specimens  of  this:  of  156  two-roomed  houses,  suit- 
able for  families  of  four,  fifty-two  were  occupied 
by  six  to  eleven  persons;  150  three-roomed  houses 
were  occupied  by  from  seven  to  fourteen  persons; 
and  fiftv-seven  four-roomed  houses  sheltered  nine 
to  sixteen  people;  in  827  houses  thirty-three  were 
occupied  by  two  families,  and  in  one  house  there 
were  three  families.  This  is  a form  of  overcrowding 
that  cannot  be  abated  without  inflicting  great  hard- 
ship on  the  occupant,  who  cannot  retain  his  work 
without  a house  within  a reasonable  distance.  More 
houses  are  wanted  at  a cost  which  will  not  make 
the  rent  prohibitive,  and  to  this  end  they  need  not 
be  unnecessarily  elaborate  and  expensive  in  design. 

There  are  still  many  of  the  oldest  workmen’s 
houses,  built  of  limestone  seventy  to  eighty  years 
ago,  that  require  improvement  almost  to  the  extent 
of  rebuilding  to  make  them  properly  habitable. 
This  work  is  going  on  and  their  number  is  dimin- 
ishing, but  not  fast  enough.  It  is  often  retarded 
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by  want  of  temporary  accommodation  for  the 
occupants,  and  landlords  are  naturally  averse  to 
effecting  eviction  by  legal  process. 

At  Haswell  there  are  still  200  houses  in  a bad 
condition,  about  half  of  them  occupied.  The 
County  Council  took  the  lot  in  hand  four  years 
ago,  but  very  little  has  been  done  to  improve  them. 
This  is  a special  instance  of  the  variety  of  difficulties 
presented  by  occasional  lots  of  property. 

Sewkkagk  and  Drainage. — The  scheme  pre- 
pared by  your  Surveyor  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
from  Deaf  Hill,  Wingate,  Station  Town,  Hutton 
Henry,  Castle  Eden,  Castle  Eden  Colliery,  High 
Hesleden,  Low  Hesleden  and  Blackballs,  by  carry- 
ing it  direct  to  the  sea,  has  been  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  a loan  for  some 
;^21,000  sanctioned.  The  loan  has  been  raised, 
the  contract  has  been  let  and  the  work  is  now  in 
progress. 

For  the  scheme  of  drainage  from  Haswell  to 
the  sea,  to  include  South  Hetton,  Murton,  Cold 
Hesleden,  Dalton-le-Dale  and  part  of  New  Seaham, 
the  objections  raised  by  the  Seaham  Harbour  Urban 
District  Council  as  to  the  position  of  the  outfall 
having  been  at  length  overcome,  a Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Inquiry  was  recently  held.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  work  will  be  commenced  during 
the  coming  year. 

The  bacterial  filter  systems  of  sewage  disposal 
at  Murton,  Shotton,  Trimdon,  Castle  Eden  and 
Thornley  and  Wheatley  Hill  have  been  maintained 
in  working  order.  For  the  last  named,  the  pumps 
at  Wheatley  Hill  have  been  renewed.  At  the 
Seaham  and  Seaton  disposal  works  a new  oil  engine 
has  been  erected  to  duplicate  the  plant. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  to  a total  of  2,719 
yards  by  your  Surveyor:  2,150  yards  9"  main,  396 
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yards  W and  173  yards  18'^  pipes  at  the  following 
places: — 

Easington  Colliery. — 212  yards  9"  to  extend 
the  system  there  to  new  streets. 

Easington  Village. — 310  yards  12"  pipes  to 
replace  a defective  brick  culvert  receiving  the 
drainage  of  half  the  village. 

Haswell. — 86  yards  12"  pipes  in  place  of  a 
defective  sewer  conveying  the  whole  of  the  sewage 
to  the  filters. 

South  Hetton. — 458  yards  9"  extending  the 
drainage  system  for  some  of  the  old  streets  to 
which  the  houses  connect  by  trapped  sinks  in 
place  of  open  channels. 

Shotton. — 240  yards  9"  pipes  extending  the 
system  there  to  new  property. 

Cold  Hesleden. — 200  yards  9"  pipes  to  drain 
houses  there  in  place  of  open  channels. 

Murton. — 387  yards  9"  pipes  to  connect  streets 
with  the  system  in  place  of  open  channels. 

Thornley. — 40  yards  18"  pipes  for  a close  drain 
in  place  of  an  open  ditch. 

Wingate. — 20  yards  9"  pipes  to  connect  two 
undrained  yards. 

Hutton  Henry. — 400  yards  9"  pipes  to  connect 
new  schools  and  other  dwelling-houses  with  existing 
system. 

Castle  Eden  Colliery. — 233  yards  9"  pipes  to 
replace  a defective  sewer  and  drain  a street  in 
place  of  open  channels. 

Blackballs. — 133  yards  18"  pipes  to  extend  the 
system  to  new  property. 
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“Private  Street  Works  Act.” — Under  this, 
the  following  streets  have  been  made  up  and  com- 
pleted at: — Castle  Eden  Colliery:  Back  Front  Street, 
Church  Street,  Gray  Street  and  East  Terrace  (back 
and  front).  South  Terrace,  Armstrong  Street,  Hilda 
Street,  Boyd  Street,  Wilkinson  Street,  Burdon 
Street,  Front  Hulam  Street.  At  Station  Town: 
Back  Acclom  Street,  Rodridge  Street,  Station  Lane 
and  Vane  Street.  Only  one  street  is  now  required 
here,  crossing  all  the  streets  at  the  lower  end,  which 
will  make  the  village  complete. 

Plans  for  the  following  private  streets  have 
been  prepared  by  your  Surveyor: — East  Murton: 
Claude  Terrace,  South  Henry  and  North  James 
Street,  North  Henry  Street,  South  James  Street, 
North  Coronation  Street  East,  North  Western 
Terrace,  South  Western  Terrace,  South  Coronation 
Street  East,  George  Street,  Lady  Adeline  Avenue, 
Victoria  Terrace  and  New  Street,  south  of  the 
schools.  Haswell:  Back  Front  Street,  Alexandra 
Terrace.  Wheatley  Hill:  Alexandra  Terrace  and 
Granville  Terrace.  Seaton:  St.  John’s  and  Clark’s 
Terrace,  Gregson  Terrace  and  Back  Park  View. 
South  Hetton:  Back  Front  Street,  Clarence  Street, 
Thomas  Street  and  Fallowheld  Terrace.  Deaf  Hill: 
approach  road  to  schools.  Trimdon:  Back  Prospect 
Terrace. 

The  orders  for  these  streets  have  been  obtained 
as  required,  and,  besides  these,  the  other  adoptive 
Acts  for  which  orders  are  in  force  in  the  district 
are  scheduled  in  detail  with  .the  dates  of  the  orders 
on  Table  VIII. 

Water  Supply. — For  Hutton  Henry,  where 
there  was  a shortage  of  water,  a 4"  main  has  been 
laid  by  the  Wingate  Water  Company  direct  to  the 
Council’s  storage  tanks,  and  the  supply  there  is  now 
satisfactory.  At  South  Wingate,  the  supply  is 
improved  by  laying  a 3''  main  in  the  street  there  in 
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place  of  the  V main.  At  Tliornley  and  Wheatley 
Hill,  a new  source  was  obtained  and  the  supply  is 
now  ample.  A supply,  pumped  by  the  Colliery 
Company,  has  been  laid  on  at  Blackballs.  Two 
samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis:  one, 
from  a surface  well,  was  found  to  be  so  contaminated 
as  to  be  utterly  unlit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  closed;  the  other  was  a first-class 
drinking  water,  but  was  contaminated  by  storage; 
notice  requiring  this  to  be  remedied,  which  can  be 
easily  done,  was  served.  The  water  supplied  to  the 
district  by  water  companies  or  by  collieries  is  all 
pumped  from  the  magnesian  limestone  in  the  coal 
measures  and  is  of  excellent  quality  for  domestic 
use,  absolutely  free  from  any  organic  impurity. 
Excepting  a few  farms  and  isolated  houses,  practic- 
ally the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  this 
satisfactorily  for  drinking  purposes.  New  services 
have  been  laid  into  all  the  houses  in  Church  Street, 
Wheatley  Hill,  and  at  Castle  Eden  Colliery  six  new 
Fire  Hydrants  have  been  fixed. 

Insanitary  Property. — Inquiry  into  this 
forms  a large  part  of  the  work  of  your  ofiicers. 
Systematic  house-to-house  inspection  is  regularly 
carried  out  and,  in  addition  to  that,  from  complaints 
made,  information  received,  or  routine  inspection 
on  notification  of  infectious  diseases,  sanitary  defects 
are  discovered  in  houses  both  new  and  old,  though 
mostly  among  the  latter.  For  minor  sanitary  defects 
an  informal  notice  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
generally  all  that  is  necessary  to  remedy  a defect. 
Even  when  larger  and  costly  improvements  are 
required  a tactful  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
officer  may  in  time  lead  to  the  desired  end  without 
resort  to  legal  processes  which  to  property  owners 
are  always  irritating.  Where,  however,  this  fails, 
which  it  often  does  when  considerable  expense  is 
involved,  a report  to  your  Council  is  made  and 
followed,  when  necessary,  by  official  notice.  In 
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this  way,  163  statutory  notices  have  been  served  for 
220  houses  requiring  improvements  under  penalty 
of  closing  orders.  Besides  these  means,  special 
committees  of  your  Council  have  met  the  owners  of 
large  lots  of  streets  and  houses  to  arrange  not  only 
for  a uniform  amount  of  improvement  but  also  the 
rate  in  time  at  which  it  is  to  be  carried  out.  By 
the  foregoing  means  during  the  year  improvements 
of  varying  extent  were  made  to  587  houses.  The 
action  taken  and  results,  including  what  may  also 
have  been  initiated  the  previous  year  at  the  different 
localities,  were: — 

Easington. — One  notice  for  a large  house  in 
bad  condition : satisfactorily  improved  and  converted 
into  two.  One  notice,  served  1911,  for  a house, 
damp,  dilapidated  and  undrained:  provided  with 
new  floors,  repairs,  cement  paving  and  drainage. 
By  informal  notices  improvements  were  got  to  two 
lots  of  houses  for  dampness  and  want  of  paving; 
five  houses,  damp,  want  of  paving  and  open  privies: 
improved  by  cementing  walls,  paving  yards  and 
converting  privies  to  ash-closets;  one  house,  defect- 
ive floors,  insufficient  privy  accommodation:  had 
floors  relaid  and  separate  ash-closets  provided; 
three  houses,  for  insufficient  privy  accommodation, 
yard  paving  and  general  disrepair:  work  in  progress; 
six  houses,  damp  walls  and  insufficient  privy  ac- 
commodation: work  in  progress;  one  house,  defects 
of  floor,  yard  paving,  midden  privy  and  drainage: 
generallv  repaired;  six  houses  with  defects  as  to 
damp  walls,  yard  paving,  floors:  reported  to  Council, 
no  notice  served,  but  six  months  allowed  to 
complete  required  improvements;  two  houses  with 
damp  walls  and  floors,  yard  paving  and  midden 
privy:  voluntarily  closed;  two  houses  with  unpaved 
yards  and  midden  privies:  remedied;  two  houses, 
insufficient  privy  accommodation:  remedied,  one 
empty.  Three  statutory  orders  to  provide  sanitary 
conveniences  to  nine  houses  and  elementary  schools: 
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nothing  clone.  A closing  order  for  three  houses 
was  determined. 

Haswell. — By  informal  notices  improvements 
were  made  to  ten  lots  of  houses: — Two  houses:  attics 
had  new  windows  and  staircase  fixed  to  replace 
step-ladder;  three  houses:  walls  plastered,  yard 
paved,  separate  water-closet  fixed  for  each;  one 
house:  floor  repaired,  yard  cemented  and  paved 
footpath,  water-closet  fixed;  two  houses:  walls  plas- 
tered, ash-closet  provided  for  one  and  water-closet 
for  the  other;  one  house:  plastered  walls,  yard  paved 
and  ash-closet  provided;  two  houses:  floors  relaid 
with  cement  and  separate  ash-closet  for  each;  one 
house:  walls  plastered  and  other  repairs;  two  houses: 
two  water-closets  to  replace  midden  privies;  flve 
houses:  improvements  promised;  and  three  houses. 
Ten  houses,  for  which  notices  were  served  the 
previous  year,  improved  by  yard  paving,  cement 
footpath,  converting  privies  into  ash-closets  and 
other  repairs.  Closing  orders  were  issued  for  four 
back-to-back  houses,  and  three  statutory  notices  to 
quit. 

South  Hetton. — By  twenty-one  informal  notices 
five  lots  of  houses  were  improved:  two  houses  with 
low'  attics  had  the  walls  raised  and  other  defects 
remedied;  nine  wfith  low  attics,  all  damp  and  in 
disrepair,  two  improved  and  the  rest  promised; 
fourteen  houses  had  yards  paved  and  improvements 
for  dampness;  six  houses  had  yards  paved  and 
drained  by  sinks;  for  ten  houses  with  low  attics, 
rebuilding  is  promised  when  the  weather  permits. 
Six  houses  with  low’  attics,  previously  closed,  have 
had  the  w^alls  raised.  In  the  Eight  Rows,  ten 
houses  with  low  attics  have  been  reconstructed  into 
four-roomed  houses.  For  three  houses  closing 
orders  have  been  issued.  Closing  orders  for  thir- 
teen houses  have  been  determined,  and  statutory 
notices  issued  for  twenty-four  houses  to  provide 
outdoor  conveniences,  and  two  houses  to  quit. 


Shotton. — Of  five  lots: — four  houses:  rebuilt; 
six  houses:  yards  paved,  ash-closets  provided  and 
general  repairs;  two  houses:  floors  laid,  yards  paved 
and  privies  converted  to  ash-closets;  four  houses: 
water-closets  provided  in  place  of  defective  ash- 
closets;  one  house:  drains  repaired  and  conveniences 
rebuilt.  Closing  orders  were  issued  for  eleven 
houses  and  three  caravans,  and  statutory  notices 
served  on  three  houses  to  provide  conveniences, 
and  fourteen  to  quit. 

Castle  Eden. — After  the  service  of  one  informal 
and  three  statutory  notices,  ten  houses  have  been 
repaired  and  a separate  ash-closet  provided  for  each. 

Burdon. — After  a notice,  served  the  previous 
year,  one  house  with  damp  walls  and  general  dis- 
repair has  been  improved.  One  informal  notice 
for  dilapidation. 

Cold  Hesleden. — For  notice,  served  previous 
year,  twelve  houses  have  had  the  ventilation  of  the 
attics  improved  by  fixing  a movable  skylight  in 
each. 

Dalton-le-Dale. — Twenty-six  houses,  for  which 
previous  notices  had  been  served,  have  had  in  each 
a movable  skylight  introduced. 

Murton. — Talbot  Street:  eight  houses  have 
had  the  upper  room  ceiled,  a fireplace  added  and 
staircase  put  in  place  of  step-ladder.  South  Street: 
four  back-to-back  two-roomed  houses  converted  into 
two  four-roomed  houses.  Princess  Street:  fourteen 
back-to-back  houses  reconstructed  to  secure  through 
ventilation,  yards  paved  and  sink  fixed,  separate 
ash-closet  to  each.  New  Pilgrim  Street:  thirty-six 
houses  have  had  the  drainage  improved  by  fixing  a 
separate  sink  in  the  yard  of  each  house.  Church 
Street:  of  seventeen  houses  previously  closed,  four- 
teen have  been  raised  and  satisfactorily  improved, 
two  converted  into  a shop  and  one  demolished. 


Durham  Place:  twenty-four  houses  liave  had  the 
yards  paved  and  separate  sink  fixed  in  each.  Alfred 
Street:  eighty  houses  have  had  the  yards  paved. 
Green  Street:  twenty-four  houses  had  a separate 
ash-closet  provided  for  each.  After  informal  notice 
for  two  houses  at  East  Murton,  one  was  rebuilt  and 
the  other  closed.  Ten  houses  in  Church  Street  are 
under  report  for  general  defects.  Eighteen  closing 
orders  have  been  determined. 

Thornley. — Twenty-five  old  houses  with  low 
attics  have  been  wholly  rebuilt.  Twenty  back-to- 
back  houses  have  been  converted  into  ten,  with 
through  ventilation.  One  closed  house  repaired 
and  order  determined.  Eight  house  yards  laid 
with  cement  and  twelve  ash-closets  built  to  replace 
privies.  Five  houses  closed,  and  statutory  notices 
served  for  three  houses  to  provide  conveniences, 
nine  to  quit  and  one  for  overcrowding. 

Kelloe. — Eighteen  privies  converted  into  ash- 
closets. 

Wingate. — Ten  old  houses  with  low  attics  have 
been  wholly  rebuilt  and  modernised.  Eight  houses 
have  been  repaired,  asphalt  footpaths  laid  and 
privies  converted  into  ash-closets.  Twelve  houses 
have  had  sinks  fixed  in  the  yard  and  drains  laid  in 
place  of  an  open  channel.  Statutory  notices  served 
for  two  houses  to  provide  conveniences. 

Wheatley  Hill. — The  repair  of  five  houses  is 
all  that  has  to  be  recorded,  but  negotiations  are  in 
hand  with  the  Colliery  Company  for  making  the 
streets  and  reconstructing  the  conveniences,  with 
separate  cemented  yards  for  506  houses — one  com- 
prehensive scheme  to  be  completed  within  a given 
time. 

Trimdon. — Twenty-five  houses  have  had  a 
staircase  constructed  to  replace  step-ladders,  twenty 
brick  floors  been  relaid  with  cement,  thirteen  house 
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yards  cemented,  twenty-seven  privies  converted  into 
ash-closets,  an  open  channel  replaced  by  trapped 
sinks,  500  yards  of  asphalt  footpath  constructed,  and 
Windsor  Street  made  up  by  the  property  owners. 
Six  statutory  notices  for  overcrowding  issued. 

Hutton  Henry. — Twelve  house  yards  laid  with 
cement,  four  ash-closets  built  to  replace  privies, 
thirty-three  houses  repaired  after  informal  notices 
served. 

Monk  Hesleden. — Thirty  house  yards  paved 
with  cement,  eight  privies  converted  into  ash-closets, 
and  one  statutory  notice  served  for  overcrowding. 

New  Seaham. — California  Street:  forty  houses 
have  had  the  yards  paved  and  a separate  sink  fixed 
in  each;  twenty-eight  houses  with  badly  ventilated 
upper  rooms  have  had  a dormer  window  fixed  in 
each;  twenty-two  houses  have  had  the  pantry  rebuilt 
and  a scullery  added.  Post  Office  Street:  twenty 
houses  with  deficient  lighting  and  ventilation  of 
upper  rooms  are  being  improved  by  fixing  a dormer 
window — eight  are  completed;  one  statutory  notice 
served  for  overcrowding. 

Seaton. — Informal  notice  served  for  three  houses 
with  damp  walls  and  general  dilapidation:  work 
promised. 

Under  the  “ Public  Health  Act,”  ninety-six 
notices  were  served  for  various  defects  of  property, 
including  want  of  drainage,  nuisances  and  other 
matters  that  could  be  dealt  with  under  that  Act:  in 
most  cases  followed  by  improvement. 

The  service  of  notices  under  the  different  Acts 
involves  a large  amount  of  work  to  your  staff,  both 
clerical  and  sanitary. 

The  afore-mentioned  improvements  include 
the  construction  of  327  ash-closets,  mostly  taking 
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the  place  of  old  privy  middens,  at  the  followinj^ 
places: — Easington,  12;  Haswell,  23;  South  Hetton, 
26;  Shotton,  8;  Castle  Eden,  10;  Mnrton,  151; 
Thornley,  12;  Trimdon  Grange,  18;  Wingate,  24; 
Wheatley  Hill,  4;  Trimdon,  27;  Hutton  Henry,  4; 
Hesleden,  8.  Besides  these,  16  water-closets  have 
also  been  added  to  old  houses  to  replace  old  privies. 

266  yards  have  been  paved  with  cement  or 
asphalt  at: — Easington,  10;  Haswell,  44;  South 
Hetton,  39;  Shotton,  8;  Castle  Eden,  2;  Mnrton, 
56;  Thornley,  8;  Wheatley  Hill,  4;  Trimdon,  13; 
Hutton  Henry,  12;  Hesleden,  30;  Seaham,  40. 

“ Housing,  Town  Planning  &c.  Act,  1909.” — 
Under  the  “ Inspection  of  Districts  Regulation 
Order,  1910,”  791  houses  have  been  visited  and 
reported  on  by  your  Inspectors  in  conjunction 
with  your  Medical  Officer.  These  systematic  in- 
spections are  carried  out  without  instructions  from 
your  Council  and  are  independent  of  similar  work, 
the  outcome  of  complaints  or  discovered  during 
visits  to  houses  notified  as  infected.  The  number 
of  inspections  is  much  below  that  of  the  two 
previous  years,  as  so  much  time  has  been  devoted 
to  inspection  of  other  property  not  under  this 
heading. 

I. — The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the 


Act  of  1909, 

with  the 

results. 

are 

tabulated  as 

follow: — 

Inspected 

Unfit  Reported 

Closed 

Repaired 

Easington 

33 

• . . 

• . 

• • • 

• • • 

Haswell 

41 

4 

4 

4 

... 

South  Hetton  ... 

57 

3 

3 

3 

6 

Mnrton 

130 

12 

10 

16 

Wingate 

219 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Trimdon 

139 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

New  Seaham  ... 

141 

• • • 

Seaton 

31 

3 

... 

... 

791 

22 

17 

7 

30 

26 


II.  — The  small  number  found  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  and  reported  to  the  Council  does  not 
imply  that  the  rest  were  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
but  that  they  are  beinj^  dealt  with  outside  the 
Council  by  informal  notices. 

III.  — The  number  of  representations  made  to 
the  Authority  with  a view  to  obtaining  closing  orders 
is  small,  but  for  many  lots  of  property  negotiations 
are  pending,  sometimes  through  a sub-committee, 
for  rebuilding  or  a lesser  improvement. 

IV.  — The  number  of  closing  orders  issued 
under  this  inspection  is  only  seven,  though  twenty- 
four  closing  orders  altogether  have  been  issued 
during  the  year.  With  the  present  dearth  of 
houses,  this  is  only  resorted  to  in  very  bad  cases  or 
when  it  may  be  expected  to  stimulate  to  rebuilding. 

V.  — The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects 
of  which  were  remedied  without  making  closing 
orders  were  a considerable  amount,  and  are  detailed 
in  the  improvements  recorded  under  Insanitary 
Property. 

VI.  — Repairs  made  after  making  closing  orders, 
thirty;  these  were  mostly  for  houses  that  had  been 
closed  in  previous  years,  houses  requiring  to  be 
almost  wholly  rebuilt  which,  when  houses  change 
owners,  often  requires  some  time. 

VII.  — The  general  character  of  the  defects 
found  were  dampness  of  walls,  cramped,  unwhole- 
some pantries,  general  dilapidation,  and  nearly 
always  low  and  badly  ventilated  attics  and  defective 
sanitary  conveniences. 

To  obtain  these  improvements,  when  statutory 
notices  are  not  issued,  there  is  necessarily  a con- 
siderable correspondence  by  your  Clerk  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  with  the  owners  of  the  various 
properties. 


27 


Nuisances. — For  minor  nuisances  and  defects 
not  reported  to  your  Council,  605  informal  notices 
were  served  by  your  Inspectors  and  generally 
followed  by  abatement  or  remedy.  They  were  for 
the  following  conditions; — Dwelling  Houses,  foul 
conditions,  16,  structural  defects,  77,  overcrowding, 
39;  Lodging  Houses,  8;  Cowsheds,  27;  Bakehouses, 
3;  Slaughter  Houses,  17;  Ashpits  and  Privies,  147; 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure,  35;  Water-closets, 
6;  Defective  Yard  Paving,  61;  House  Drainage, 
defective  traps,  19,  no  disconnection  from  sewers, 
5,  other  faults,  77;  Water  Supply,  5;  Pigsties,  6; 
Animals  Improperly  Kept,  5;  Offensive  Trades,  1; 
other  nuisances,  51. 

Excrement  AND  Refuse  Removal. — In  work- 
men’s and  cottage  property  this  is  almost  wholly  by 
privy  ashpit  in  the  older  houses  and  ash-closet  in 
all  the  new  ones.  Approximately,  20  per  cent,  of 
the  houses  in  the  district  arc  furnished  with  the 
old-fashioned  convenience  and  this  proportion  is 
being  steadily  lowered:  327  were  converted  during 
the  year  and  it  is  expected  they  will  soon  disappear 
altogether.  For  791  houses  inspected  during  the 
year  under  “ Inspection  of  Districts  Regulation,” 
the  proportion  of  conveniences  was;  Midden  Privy, 
29  per  cent.;  Ash-closet,  68;  Water-closet,  nearly  3. 

The  work  of  cleansing  and  removal  of  refuse 
is  let  to  contractors,  and  when  the  work  is  performed 
efficiently  it  meets  all  requirements,  but  this  is  not 
always  carried  out  as  is  desired.  In 'some  of  the 
localities  your  Inspectors  have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  contractors  up  to  their 
work  as  to  frequency  of  emptying  and  efficiency  in 
scavenging.  In  some  instances,  payment  has  been 
withheld  as  a penalty.  The  quickest  remedy,  to 
appoint  another  contractor,  is  not  always  practicable. 
Contracts  are  tendered  for  and  this  is  one  evil  from 
selecting  the  lowest  in  price.  There  is  also  the 
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difliculty  of  securing  a tip  when  agricultural  land  is 
not  available.  This  difliculty  is  increased  by  the 
variety  of  matter,  not  properly  house  refuse,  at 
times  deposited  in  the  receptacles.  If,  by  the 
operation  of  a by-law,  a penalty  were  attached  to 
the  practice  of  throwing  out,  often  into  the  street, 
paper  and  other  material  that  could  be  conveniently 
burned  in  a kitchen  tire,  the  streets  and  the  atmos- 
phere would  be  much  more  wholesome.  Again  I 
would  urge  the  importance  of  assistance  on  the 
part  of  the  householder  at  the  expense  of  only  a 
very  little  care  and  trouble  when  disposing  of  slops 
and  refuse.  This  would  be  facilitated  by  a greater 
use  of  the  dust-bin  or  pail  system,  which  has  been 
little  adopted  and  should  be  encouraged. 

Your  Council  have  again  asked  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  sanction  the  adoption  of 
Sections  39-42  of  the  “ Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1907,”  which  would  enable  the  Council 
to  enforce  the  water-carriage  system  to  all  new 
houses  where  arrangements  of  drainage  and  water 
supply  permit.  About  4 per  cent,  of  the  houses  in 
the  district  are  provided  with  a water-closet. 

The  amount  spent  in  scavenging  during  the 
year  has  been  .£5,530  14s.  9d. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  two  of  these  at 
Easington.  One  with  forty-seven  beds,  in  good 
condition  and  well  managed;  the  other  in  premises 
too  small  to  admit  of  being  properly  conducted. 
Two  new  ones  have  been  registered  at  Shotton, 
satisfactory  as  to  construction  and  sanitary  equip- 
ment, each  containing  forty  beds;  one  is  constructed 
of  wood  for  temporary  use  by  a firm  for  their 
workmen  and  is  registered  for  six  months  only. 
All  have  been  regularly  inspected  and,  except 
verbal  notices  for  lime  washing  and  one  for  over- 
crowding, have  been  fairly  well  conducted.  No 
infectious  disease  occurred  in  any  of  them. 
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Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  thirty-nine 
of  these  in  the  district;  all  are  registered;  two  new 
premises  erected  during  the  year.  By-laws  for 
these  are  now  in  force.  Some  of  the  premises  are 
highly  satisfactory,  and  many  fairly  so.  Most  are 
attached  to  a dwelling-house,  and  in  some  of  the 
smaller  the  killing  is  done  in  the  sale  shop  under 
conditions  that  require  improvement.  They  are 
regularly  inspected,  and  seventeen  informal  notices 
have  been  served  for  limewashing,  lack  of  cleanli- 
ness, one  for  drainage  and  one  for  pigs  kept  in  the 
slaughter  house. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. — There 
are  sixty-five  of  these  now  on  the  register,  where 
604  cows  are  kept.  Two  new  cowsheds  were 
erected  during  the  year  from  plans  submitted  to 
your  Council  for  approval.  They  are  regularly 
inspected,  and  twenty-seven  informal  notices  have 
been  served:  twenty-two  for  neglect  of  limewashing 
and  removal  of  manure  and  five  for  structural 
defects,  two  for  floors,  two  for  ventilation  and  one 
for  drainage.  Most  of  the  premises,  especially  the 
larger  ones,  are  in  a fairly  good  condition,  and 
from  these  the  milk  is  often  sent  out  of  the  district. 
Including  these,  there  is  not  one  cow  kept  in  the 
district  for  every  hundred  inhabitants,  which  shews 
how  little  milk  is  used,  although  supplies  are  also 
brought  into  the  district  from  outside.  The  defects 
are  mostly  in  the  smaller  places  with  little  capital 
at  command,  and  any  demand  for  improvement  is 
likely  to  be  followed  by  giving  up  the  trade.  Fresh 
milk,  so  indispensable  for  hand-fed  infants  and  the 
sick,  becomes  unobtainable,  and  the  tinned  article, 
with  its  defects,  is  the  onlv  resort.  One  case  of 
scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  a 
dairy  farm,  and  in  each  case  effective  isolation  was 
secured  and  no  further  case  followed  either. 

Hospitals,  Infectious  Diseases  and  Pre- 
vention.— Your  officers  are  kept  informed  of  the 
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extent,  nature  and  localisation  of  infectious  disease 
by  the  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  ”, 
which  is  in  force  and  enables  the  conditions  of 
their  occurrence  to  be  observed  by  inspection  on 
notification.  In  the  more  important  cases,  includ- 
ing enteric  fever,  each  individual  case  is  the  subject 
of  personal  investigation  by  your  Medical  Officer. 
Instructions  as  to  precautions  to  be  observed  are 
sent  to  houses  under  notification,  disinfectants  are 
supplied  and  disinfection  of  premises  made,  after 
death  or  recovery,  frequently  though  not  universally. 
Communication  is  maintained  with  local  authorities 
as  to  the  entrance  of  contacts  into  the  district  and 
followed  up.  Consultation  with  the  County  School 
Medical  Authority  is  held  as  to  school  closing 
during  an  epidemic,  and  information  as  to  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  disease  occurring  among 
children  attending  school  is  supplied  to  that  de- 
partment. Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  to 
medical  men  for  use  to  patients  who  are  unable  to 
pay  for  it.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  add  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  and  this  has  been 
done. 

The  Workhouse  Hospital  has  received  six 
cases  of  phthisis,  four  from  inside  and  two  from 
outside  the  district. 

.^3,451  was  disbursed  in  outdoor  relief. 


Bacteriological  examination  made  to  corrobor- 
ate diagnosis: — 


Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria 

...  21 

...  7 

. . . 14 

Phthisis 

...  28 

5 

...  23 

49 

12 

37 

Under  the  “ Glanders  or  Farcy  Order,  1907,” 
live  notices  were  received  of  its  occurrence  in 
horses.  The  animals  were  slaughtered  and  the 
carcases  disposed  of  with  the  necessary  precautions. 
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The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  maintained 
with  a staff  for  twenty  beds  and  a cot  in  four  wards. 
Sixty-two  cases  were  admitted  for  treatment,  all 
from  within  the  district;  thirteen,  enteric  fever; 
twenty,  diphtheria;  twenty-nine,  scarlet  fever. 

After  a consultation  between  your  officers  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  officials,  at  their 
offices,  as  to  the  alteration  of  plans  for  a new 
Isolation  Hospital,  a Public  Inquiry  was  held,  after 
which  sanction  to  borrow  ^13,000  for  that  purpose 
was  obtained.  The  contract  for  the  work  has  been 
let  and  the  building  is  now  under  construction. 

The  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital  for  this  and 
the  adjoining  Sedgefield  Rural  District  has  been 
maintained  in  order  by  caretakers  for  the  reception 
of  patients,  but  has  not  been  used.  For  2,343 
births  registered  during  the  year,  837  objections  to 
vaccination  were  received:  36  per  cent.  For  the 
years  1911  and  1912  the  number  gf  objections  were 
19  and  30  per  cent,  respectively.  As  these  increase 
there  is  every  prospect  of  this  Hospital  being  fully 
utilised  for  its  intended  purpose  some  day. 

“Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.” — This 
Act  was  adopted  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
whole  of  the  county  and  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  April,  and  notification  of  every  birth  is  now 
compulsory  and  is  generally  made  by  the  medical 
attendant  or  midwife. 

A Health  Visitor  (Miss  Hogarth)  was  appointed 
for  this  district  and  began  her  duties  on  19th  May, 
from  when  to  the  end  of  the  year  she  visited  1,648 
maternity  cases;  1,281  first  visits  and  the  remainder 
subsequent  visits.  Advice  was  given  to  mothers  as 
to  general  management  of  the  infant  and  its  feeding, 
particular!)^  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  best  method 
is  that  intended  by  nature,  namely,  at  the  breast. 
With  the  high  birth  rate  and  the  large  number  of 
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young  mothers  in  the  district,  there  is  ample  scope 
for  improvement  to  the  conditions  of  infant  life.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  this  Visitor’s  work  was 
limited  to  the  northern  part  of  the  district  and  two 
additional  Visitors,  Miss  A.  deCuneyand  Miss  Speak, 
were  appointed  to  divide  the  work  of  the  remaining 
part.  They  have  all  worked  zealously  and  well ; much 
good  must  certainly  be  obtained  from  their  efforts, 
though  the  result  may  take  some  time  to  be  made 
apparent.  I am  glad  to  say  that  their  visits  are 
well  received  by  the  mothers,  whose  confidence  must 
be  obtained  before  they  can  recognise  both  the 
necessity  for  more  knowledge  and  the  opportunities 
of  utilising  it  to  the  benefit  of  their  offspring.  Sim- 
ultaneously with  this  work,  that  of  home  visiting  in 
cases  of  tuberculosis  is  carried  out.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  means  now  at  work  will  bring  forth  fruit 
that  will  be  indicated  in  future  statistics.  Printed 
instructions  for  infant  feeding  continue  to  be  sup- 
plied to  the  parents  when  registering  the  birth. 

Special  sub-committees  have  been  appointed 
to  consider  questions  of  housing,  sewerage,  water 
supply,  lots  of  houses  and  streets,  and  a modification 
of  the  Building  By-laws. 

On  the  25th  and  26th  June,  1913,  your  Chair- 
man and  Clerk  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Rural  District  Councils’  Association  in  London, 
and  on  the  8th  to  13th  September  your  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances  attended  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Association’s  Annual  Conference  at  Llandudno. 

The  different  circulars  and  orders  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  Epidemic  Diarrhoea, 
'I'uberculosis  and  other  matters  have  been  received 
and  carefully  considered. 

Licences  for  the  storage  of  petrol  and  calcium 
carbide  are  i.ssued  after  reports  on  the  premises  by 
your  Surveyor. 
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The  year’s  statistics  in  regard  to  mortality, 
though  markedly  higher  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  which  was  phenomenally  low,  still,  in  compar- 
ison with  previous  periods,  shew  a downward  and 
improving  tendency.  The  increase  for  the  year,  be- 
sides being  due  to  an  extensive  epidemic  of  measles, 
is  mostly  attributable  to  pulmonary  ailments  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  which  was  inclement,  and  to 
diarrhoea  in  the  latter  part,  when  a higher  temper- 
ature prevailed,  although  it  was  not  a distinctly 
diarrhoea  year.  I he  most  favourable  features  are: 
first,  the  infant  mortality,  which,  though  much  higher 
than  the  previous  year,  is,  with  that  exception,  the 
lowest  on  record;  and  next,  the  small  amount  of 
undoubted  enteric  fever. 

The  notification  of  infectious  diseases,  except 
an  unusual  amount  of  what  is  called  diphtheritic 
throat,  is  also  very  favourable.  In  the  deaths  under 
a year  from  tuberculous  diseases,  there  is  a consid- 
erable increase,  more  apparent  than  real,  due  to 
greater  exactness  in  certification  under  the  stimulus 
of  the  interest  now  displayed  in  that  disease. 

The  birth  rate  is  practically  the  same  as  the  year 
before.  Considering  the  decline  in  the  county  gener- 
ally, and  that  this  district  is  above  the  county,  there 
is  room  for  congratulation  that  it  is  not  lowered. 
The  high  birth  rate  of  the  district  is  a potent  factor 
in  maintaining  a high  infant  mortality.  It  was 
highest  at  Kelloe,  as  it  was  the  year  before.  The 
relative  positions  of  the  different  townships  will 
be  found  on  Table  V.  The  illegitimate  births  were 
1'28  per  thousand  of  population  or  3’63  per  cent,  of 
total  births,  higher  than  usual  and  fairly  equally 
distributed.  The  infant  mortality  among  these  was 
270,  against  146  among  the  legitimate. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  it  should  be 
noted  that  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
Surveyor’s  department  is  beyond  all  precedent: 


34 


twenty-two  new  streets  made;  plans  for  twenty- 
eight  more  prepared;  a sewerage  system  to  the 
sea,  eight  miles  long,  begun;  another,  similar, 
completing  the  intersection  of  the  district,  ready; 
a new  Isolation  Hospital  In  course  of  erection;  new 
costly  water  mains  laid  (all  this  let  by  contract)  and 
by  forty  men  directly  employed  by  your  Council; 
a large  amount  of  sewering  and  other  work;  and 
973  new  houses  built  and  inspected.  Not  the  least 
important  is  the  improvement  to  old  property, 
mostly  workmen’s  dwellings,  frequently  to  the 
extent  of  wholly  rebuilding,  besides  paving  and 
environment,  generally  including  drainage  and 
sanitary  conveniences. 

The  work  still  requires  to  be  followed  up,  and 
I would  suggest  the  following  points  be  kept  in 
view:  — 

(1)  More  thorough  scavenging.  (2)  Continued 
conversion  of  midden  privies  into  ash-closets  with 
the  most  improved  hatches.  (3)  The  introduction 
of  water-closets  where  there  is  not  satisfactory  yard 
accommodation  or,  when  not  of  satisfactory  access, 
the  pail-closet  and  portable  dustbin.  (4)  Discon- 
tinuance of  open  channels  communicating  between 
closed  yards.  (5)  Open  channels  replaced  by  close 
drains.  (6)  Prosecution  for  creating  nuisances  by 
slops  or  refuse  (7)  A By-law  to  make  penal  the 
deposit  of  combustible  materials  into  refuse  re- 
positories. (8)  Closing  shallow  wells  when  deep 
limestone  water  supply  can  be  obalned.  (9)  Repair 
of  workmens’s  houses,  especially  those  with  low 
attics.  (10)  Continued  street  making,  including 
back  streets. 

The  following  table  shews  the  chief  vital  statistics 
of  the  district  for  1913  compared  with  those  of  the 
county  per  thousand  of  population.  They  appear 
higher  than  the  county,  although  the  actual  Incidence 
of  infectious  diseases  on  the  district  Is  slightly  less. 
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This  is  due  to  the  difference  of  age  distribution  that 
obtains  in  this  district  relatively  to  the  county 
generally.  There  is  a greater  ratio  of  vulnerable 
material,  that  is,  under  the  age  of  five,  which  carries 
the  responsibility  for  a greater  mortality,  particularly 
in  diarrhoea  and  exanthematous  diseases.  In  spite 
of  this  disadvantage,  the  condition  of  things  cannot 
be  said  to  be  unsatisfactory  when  the  natural  increase 
of  population  by  the  difference  between  the  birth  and 
death  rates  is  higher  than  that  of  the  county  by  23'03 
per  cent.  The  death  rate  from  enteric  fever,  an 
important  index,  when  corrected  as  mentioned  in 
the  text,  under  that  head,  is  exactly  halved,  which 
makes  it  the  same  as  that  for  the  county. 


Easingtoii 

Adminis- 

trative 

Birth  Rate 

35-49  ... 

County 

30-6 

Death  Rate 

16-42  ... 

15-1 

Zymotic  diseases 

1-42  ... 

1-85 

Infant  mortality 

150  ... 

137 

Small-pox 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

0-22  ... 

0-15 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup 

0-22  ... 

0-19 

Fever  (enteric  and  continued; 

0-12  ... 

0-06 

Measles 

0-75  ... 

0-41 

Whooping-cough 

0-06  ... 

0-18 

Diarrhoea 

1-30  ... 

0-85 

Phthisis 

0-66  ... 

0-89 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

0-95  ... 

0-53 

Acute  respiratory  diseases 

2-66  ... 

2-53 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS 
ACT,  1901. 


Every  factory,  workshop,  workplace  and  bakery 
on  the  register  has  been  visited  at  least  once  during 
the  year.  New  names  are  added  as  places  are  dis- 
covered or  notified  by  the  District  Factory  Inspector. 
The  whole  of  the  places  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  No  formal  statutory  notice  has  been 
served;  informal  and  verbal  have  been  sufticient. 
One  was  for  a dilapidated  privy,  in  place  of  which 
a water-closet  was  fixed;  besides  that,  only  notices 
for  limewashing  and  want  of  abstract  posted  have 
been  served. 

Bakeries. — These  are  all  well  kept  and  required 
only  three  verbal  notices  for  limewashing. 

Homework. — There  is  still  no  work  under  this 
definition  carried  on  in  the  district. 

The  Tables  on  Form  572  have  been  filled  up 
separately  and  returned  to  the  Home  Office,  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  list  on  the  register  is  now  as  follows: — 


Factories — 

Brickmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Brewery  and  Hvrated  Water  ...  ...  2 

Electricity  generating  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cartwright  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Limestone  Quarry  ...  ...  ...  1 


Carried  forward 


15 
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Brought  forward  ...  15 

Workshops — 

Joiners  and  Cartwrights  ...  ...  11 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cabinets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Millinery...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cobbling...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairing  ...  ...  2 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlery...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cycle  Repairing  and  Engineering  ...  3 

— 94 

Workplaces — 

Grocery  and  Drapery  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drapery  and  Clothing  ...  ...  ...  2 

Social  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

— 27 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total...  141 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ARTHUR, 

L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E,,  D.P.H.R.C.P.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Easiiigfon  Rural  District  Council. 
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TABLE  II 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 

Total  Cases  Notified  in 

EACH  Locality 

Total 

Cases 

REMOVED 

TO 

Hospital 

10 

Notifiahle  Disease 

At  Ages — Years 

1 

- Easington 

W, 

x 

2 

C 

o 

"o 

J= 

CO 

3 

Castle  Eden,  Hawthorn, 

|4-Burdon,  Cold  Hesleden, 

1 Dalton-le-Dale 

1 

oi  East  Murtoii 

3-  Tliornley  and  Kelloe 

] 

1 

5 ! 

i 

i 

7 i 

c 1 

C 

At  all 

.Ages 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

years 

5 

and 

under 

15 

years 

15 

and 

under 

25 

years 

25 

and 

under 

45 

years 

45 

and 

under 

65 

years 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

S Sz 

’Sv’  p- 

” — 

D 

X c = 

O 

S 

8 

Seaham,  Seat; 

Slingley 

Small-pox  ... 

i 

Cholera 

I 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

croup  ... 

173 

1 

21 

113 

22 

15 

1 

26 

27 

45 

6 

10 

3 

38 

rs 

3 

20 

Erysipelas... 

38 

3 

15 

10 

6 

3 

4 

8 

3 

5 

9 

5 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

313 

7 

94 

191 

17 

3 

1 

22 

19 

108 

16 

50 

27 

55 

11 

5 

29 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

29 

7 

11 

7 

4 

9 

4 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

13 

Relapsing  fever  ... 

Continued  fever  ... 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

104 

1 

19 

33 

43 

8 

11 

10 

29 

1 

9 

11 

7 

12 

8 

7 

24 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

80 

21 

39 

11 

8 

1 

4 

9 

! 15 

1 

5 

8 

15 

15 

9 

14 

Totals.. 

742 

8 

138 

374 

98 

93 

25 

6 

66 

71 

214 

43 

83 

45 

133 

57 

30 

100 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria  etc.:  Isolation  Hospital,  Thorpe,  Easington  (District  Council);  Stanhope  Sanatorium  (Public  Subscription);  Sherburn  House 

Hospital  (Charity  Investments);  Easington  Union  Workhouse  Hospital. 
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tablp:  VI 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Rates  of  Enteric  Fever  attack  per  1,000  of  population 

« 

of  each  sex  at  different  age  periods  and  occupations 
during  the  year  1913. 


All 

Ages 

Under 

5 

years 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-40 

40-60 

60  and 
up- 
wards 

19 

2 

4 

7 

4 

2 

Males ...  1 

•288 

•030 

•060 

•100 

•060 

•030 

( 

10 

1 

4 

3 

2 

Females  ...  ...  < 

( 

•151 

•015 

•060 

•045 

•030 

' 

At  School 

7 

2 

5 

Housewives  and  Domestic... 

8 

4 

2 

2 

Miners 

11 

7 

3 

1 

Engineman  ... 

1 

1 

Labourer 

1 

1 

Teacher 

1 

1 

Totals... 

29 

2 

5 

11 

7 

4 

'I'reated  in  Hospital 

13 

2 

3 

4 
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TABLE  VIII 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Adoptive  Acts.  Schedule  of  Orders  in  Force 


Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec.44.  By-laws.  Cleansing 
of  Footways  and  Pave- 
ments. 

Sec.  42.  Scavenging  and 
Cleansing. 

Sec.  157.  By-laws  with  res- 
pect to  New  Buildings  etc. 

Sec.  158.  Works  Contrary 
to  By-laws. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec.  42.  Scavenging  and 
Cleansing.  Regulations 
as  to  Streets  and  Houses. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
Sec.  39.  Urinals. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
Sec.  66.  Fire  Hydrants. 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act, 

1907. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Secs.  112  and  113  (including 
Trade  of  a Fish  Fryer). 
Offensive  Trades. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec.  169.  2ncl  and  3rd  Par- 
agraphs. 

Sec.  170. 

P.  H.  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1890. 

Secs.  30  and  31.  Slaughter- 
Houses. 

23rd  Jane,  1876. 

Castle  Eden. 

Haswell. 

Monk  Hesleden. 

Murton,  East. 

Seaham. 

Shotton. 

Thornley. 

Wingate. 

4th  January,  1889. 

Cold  Hesleden. 

Hutton  Henry. 

Kelloe. 

30th  April,  1895. 

Burdon. 

Dalton-le-Dale. 

Easington. 

Hawthorn. 

Nesbit. 

Seaton,  with  Slingley. 
Sheraton,  with  Hulam. 

3rd  December,  1896. 

Every  Parish  in 
District. 

27th  February,  1905. 

Seaham. 

6th  October,  1905. 
Wingate. 

15th  November,  1907. 
Thornley. 

9th  April,  1908. 

Murton,  East. 

13th  April,  1911. 

Shotton. 

29th  July,  1911. 
Hutton  Henry. 

9th  September,  1905. 

Seaham. 

2Sth  September,  1912. 

Monk  Hesleden. 

13th  December,  1910. 

Part  II., except  Secs.  19 
and  21. 

Part  III.,  except  Secs. 
39,  40,  41,  42  and 
47. 

Parts  IV.  and  V.  adopt- 
ed by  R.D.C.,  28th 
January,  1909. 

31st  May,  1911. 
Adopted  by  R.D.C.,  13th 
December,  1910. 

13th  January,  1912. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Adopted  2nd  March,  1893.  Came  into  operation  5th  April,  1893. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  HI. 

Adopted  13th  August,  1908. 

t. 
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